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SOME MAJOR PROBLEMS IN DISPENSATIONAL INTERPRETATION

Paul Nevin, Th.D. (Cand.)

The purpose of this dissertation is to discuss and attempt
to clarify some of the major problems confronting dispensational-
ism. The author believes that dispensationalism can be success-

fully defended against the arguments of its detractors, and that

it is a live theological option. Dispensationalism 1s treated as
a method of interpreting the Bible, a system of theology, and a
philosophy of history.

A thorough foundation is laid by distinguishing dispensa-

tionalism from opposing views, by setting forth the basic bellefs

of dispensationalists, and by explaining the essential elements

-

Hja.dispensation.
The broad bases of dispensationalism are shown to have theilr

roots in history, hermeneutics, philology, philosophy, the

Biblical covenants, soteriology, ecclesiology, and eschatology.

ensationalism is shown to be logically necessary, since..akt. is
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primitive form may be traced to the church fathers, and antedates

covenant theology, its chief rival. After the Protestant Ref-

ormation, dispensationalism developed more rapidly, and evlidenced

striking similarities to its modern form. Modern dispensation-

alism did not begin with John Darby, but evidently was the
product of many inquiring minds. It can be traced at least as
far back as 1827, when Henry Drummond published his work on
prophecy.

Law and grace are carefully defined and contrasted, apd 1t
is shown that the present dispensation strongly emphasizes grace,

and excludes the Mosaic law as a rule of life. But no dispensa-

tion, including the present one, is without a basic form of law.
Nor does any dispensation, including the Mosaic, exclude the
operation of God's grace. The two concepts are incompatible only

-

as distinctive rules of life and ways of salvation.
Salvation has always been by one method alone. In every
dispensation, salvation has been by Godfs grace, through man's

basis of Christ®s redemption. But the object
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allways sebeved the same rules. The way of salvation under each

economy 1S discussed, with special attention being given to sal=

vaeitont under the dispensation of Mosaic law. -
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