
THE BOOK OF ROMANS
Content

I. Overview & Orientation
A. The Keys to the Content

1. The Key Passage: Romans 1.16-17 (you could verse 18)
2. The Key Word: “Righteousness”
3. The Greatest Need: Proverbs 11.4
4. The Key Theme: Romans is, therefore, a book about the revelation of the righteousness of God.

B. The Structure of the Content
1. Romans 1-8 (first half): Paul addresses salvation. – “evangelism.”
2. Romans 9-16 (second half): Paul addresses sanctification – “edification.”

II. Romans 1-8: The Revelation of the Righteousness of God for Salvation
A. Observations

1. This is the half that deals with “evangelism.”
2. Second, Romanos 1-8 divides into two sections: 

a) Romans 1-4: Salvation from sins (individual sins).
b) Romans 5-8: Salvation from sin (the sin nature inherited from Adam).

B. Romans 1-4: Salvation from Sins  
    Here is where evangelism must start (here is where a presentation of Gospel must begin): sins.

1. Romans 1: Declaration—The Sins of the Wicked 
2. Romans 2: Condemnation—The Sins of the Hypocrite  cf. 1Timothy 1.8-11
3. Romans 3: Conclusion—All of Humanity Needs the Solution 
4. Romans 4: Justification—God Grants Salvation by Faith  cf. Acts 17.30-31; 20.20-21

C. Romans 5-8: Salvation from Sin  
    Here is where an informed sinner can understand the issues of salvation a little deeper: sin (nature)

1. Romans 5: Preservation—Security in Christ 
2. Romans 6: Crucifixion—Sanctification in Christ 
3. Romans 7: Realization—Conflict in Life 
4. Romans 8: Glorification—Liberty by the Spirit 

III. Romans 9-16: The Revelation of the Righteousness of God for Sanctification
A. Romans 9-11: The National Explanation  

1. Romans 9: Past—The Election of Israel in the Past  – v12 cf. Genesis 25.23
2. Romans 10: Present—The Severity of God toward Israel in the Present 
3. Romans 11: Future—The Salvation of Israel in the Future 

B. Romans 12-16: The Personal Application   cf. Matthew 7.15-32 (know a tree by its fruit!)  
1. Romans 12: Transformation—Our Sacrifice to God 
2. Romans 13: Submission—Our Service in Society 
3. Romans 14: Humility—Separation from Self 
4. Romans 15: Exhortation—Sympathy toward Others  
5. Romans 16: Collaboration—Salutations to the Brethren 


