
THE BOOK OF ROMANS
Context

Our purpose in this study: (syllabus, pg1) To aid you in interacting with the Book of Romans.

• It is a “survey” and therefore will be a very brief overview with only two parts: Context and Content.

• Today we are going to look at the context of Romans in two principal points: The dispensational context 
and then the historical context. (which will lead us into a personal and practical application).

Before diving into the details, let me just take a moment and give you a couple of reasons why I believe it is 
important to study Romans. 

• (1Cor 11.1) We should study Romans because it gives us the Pauline pattern of ministry that God says we 
should imitate in order to glorify Him (we glorify Him by finishing the work He gave us to do; Jn 17.4). 
✔ In Romans we see the mind of Paul, saturated with the truth of Christ (and we need that same mind). 
✔ In Romans we see the heart of Paul, full of desire to fulfill the mission (and we need that same heart).
✔ In Romans we see the effort of Paul to live every day for the glory of God in Jesus Christ (and we 

need to see more of that same effort in God's people today!). 

• We want to study Romans so that we can be followers (imitators) of Paul as he followed Christ.

I. The Dispensational Context of Romans  : How does Romans fit into the plan of God?

A. First and foremost, we need to understand how this book fits into the plan of God.

1. That means that we need to start our study of the Book of Romans in the Gospels. 

2. We need to see what led up to the Book of Romans and how Romans fits into the “big picture.”

B. (Mat 4.17) Remember that Christ came to earth the first time with the specific intent of offering the 
kingdom to Israel (a literal, physical, political, and military kingdom on earth; just like David had).

C. (Mat 12.23, the key verse and key question in Matthew) Many Jews recognized what was happening 
and asked if Jesus was the Promised “Son of David” who would reign over Israel on David's throne.

D. (Mat 12.24) The leaders of the nation, however, refused to accept Jesus as the Promised King. Their 
rejection led, ultimately, to the crucifixion.

E. (Luke 23.34) But, on the cross, Christ prayed to the Father and asked Him to forgive them for what 
they were doing. 

F. God the Father did forgive them (at least temporarily) and gave them another opportunity to recognize 
Jesus as the Messiah and receive the Kingdom by receiving the King (Jesus). 

1. We see that second offering of the kingdom (Israel's second opportunity) in the first chapters of the 
Book of Acts, during the ministry of the 12 Apostles in Jerusalem.

2. (Acts 3.19-21) After the ascension of Christ and the coming of the Spirit, the Twelve offered the 
kingdom one more time to the nation of Israel (preaching the same message as Jesus). 

G. (Acts 7.51-60) This time Israel's rejection of Christ and the gospel of the kingdom resulted in the 
martyrdom of Stephen (and this time God did not forgive Israel).

H. Because of Israel's rejection, a dispensational transition takes place: God places His plan for Israel on 
hold and sends the Gospel of Grace to the Gentiles.

1. In Acts 8 we see the gospel go to the Samaritans—the mixed people (half Jew, half Gentile).
2. In Acts 9 we see God raise up a new Apostle, Paul—the Apostle to the Gentiles.
3. In Acts 10 we see God save a Gentile (Cornelius) “directly” (without him going “through” Israel).

4. After that Paul makes three different missionary journeys among the Gentiles.
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I. Now, if you look at the order of the books in your Bible, what is the book that follows this 
dispensational transition?

1. First we have the Gospels and Christ's offer of the kingdom to Israel (which was rejected).
2. Then we have the Book of Acts which records the second offer of the kingdom to Israel.

• That second offer was also rejected by Israel and because of that a dispensational transition 
occurred from Israel to the Church, from the Jews to the Gentiles, from the Twelve to Paul.

3. What is the next book that God placed in the Bible right after that transition? Romans.
a) God put Romans after Acts and before the rest of the Epistles because Romans contains the 

foundational doctrines for the Church and the Church Age. 
b) All the essentials of the Christian faith are taught in Romans and all the rest of the Epistles 

build on the doctrinal foundation of this book.
4. Israel rejected her Messiah and because of that a transition took place in the plan of God; that 

transition is recorded in the Book of Acts. The book that follows that transition (Romans) teaches 
us what   we should believe   (in the Church) and how   we should live   (as members of the Church).

II. The Historical Context of Romans  : When and why did Paul write Romans?
A. When Did Paul Write Romans?

1. (Rom 15.22-25) It is not difficult at all to place Romans in the history of Paul's missionary journeys 
because he clearly states that he wrote the Epistle when he was going to Jerusalem in order to 
“minister unto the saints.”

2. (Rom 15.26-27) Paul was going to Jerusalem with an offering that he had collected from the 
churches in Macedonia (Philippi, Thessalonica, etc.) and Achaia, which is Greece (Corinth). 

3. (Acts 20.1-3) Paul left the regions of Macedonia for Greece (Achaia) around the year AD 60 and 
since he spent three months there, it seems likely that he wrote his letter to the Romans then, during 
his three-month stay in Greece. 

4. (Acts 20.16) After leaving Greece, Paul was in such a hurry to get to Jerusalem that he would not 
have had the time necessary to to write an epistle like the the one he wrote to the Romans

5. Conclusion  : It seems reasonable to conclude that Paul wrote Romans at the end of his third 
missionary journey when he was going to Jerusalem with the offering for the poor. 

B. Why Did Paul Write Romans?
1. Why did Paul write the Romans instead of visiting them? 

a) Why had Paul not visited Rome before. Rome was a key city (if not “the” key city) in the 
whole Empire, and Paul's missions strategy is clear: Reach key people in key cities.

b) So, what was Paul doing that had him so busy that he simply could not visit Rome, but rather 
had to write them a letter? This question addresses the issue of “occasion”: What “occasioned” 
the letter to the Romans?

2. (Rom 1.13) Before writing this letter, Paul wanted to go to Rome, but he was hindered in doing so.
a) (Rom 15.22) Toward the end of the letter he says that the hindrance came from a specific 

“cause,” What was that “cause”? The phrase “for which cause” refers back to v21.
b) (Rom 15.20-21) Paul was hindered in his desire to visit Rome because he was striving in the 

mission of evangelizing those who had never heard the Gospel.
c) (Rom 15.19, 22-24) As a matter of fact, Paul had fully preached the Gospel in the Middle East 

and in Asia Minor. That means he had filled that area with the preaching of the Gospel (so 
much so that he had “no more place in these parts”; v23).

d) Conclusion  : We can easily conclude, therefore, that Paul had not yet visited Rome because he 
was simply too busy in the mission of going and making disciples of all nations!
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3. (Rom 15.25-27) When Paul wrote Romans, he still could not visit Rome because he was going to 
Jerusalem. Why did he want to go there and not Rome? What was he planning to do in Jerusalem?

a) Obviously, he wanted to take the offering he had collected for the poor believers there. 

b) But that was not the principal reason for wanting to go to Jerusalem. Paul was going to 
Jerusalem to preach the Gospel one more time to the Jews there that needed Christ.

(1) (Acts 20.16) Paul was rushing to get to Jerusalem for the Jewish feast of Pentecost. Why? 
What's the big rush to get there for Pentecost? What did he want to do there at that time?

(2) (Acts 20.22-24) Paul was going to Jerusalem for the sole purpose of testifying! Paul was 
going to Jerusalem to preach the Gospel to the lost Jews there at Pentecost! 

(3) What's so special about Pentecost that Paul just had to be there for that specific holy day?

(a) The feast of Pentecost was one of the three times each year that, under the Law, God 
required all male Jews to go up to Jerusalem and worship (Lev 23.15-22; Deut 16.16).

(b) Paul knew that, just like Acts 2, there would be Jews in Jerusalem from all the nations 
of the dispersion, and he was going there to preach the Gospel to them! 

(c) This is like going to an AC/DC concert to pass out tracts, witness to people, and open-
air preach. You know there are going to be people arriving there and standing in line 
for hours, and they will be coming in from a five state area! Let either God or the devil 
bring sinners together, but let's find out where so we can (like Paul) get there and 
preach the Gospel to them for their salvation! 

(4) Paul could not go to Rome because he was too busy in the work of preaching the Gospel to 
every creature. Paul was out fulfilling the Great Commission!

c) But, afterward (after going to Jerusalem), Paul intended on visiting Rome. But, what does Paul 
say about his intended (future) visit to that city?

(1) (Rom 15.24, 28) Paul intended to visit the Romans on his way into Spain.

(a) He had filled the Middle East and Asia Minor with the Gospel; there was “no more 
place in these parts” (v23). 

(b) He was, at the time, going to Jerusalem to preach the Gospel to the thousands (!) of 
Jews gathered together there for Pentecost. 

(c) And now he says he plans on visiting the Romans. But he's going to do so on his way 
into Spain! Now what do you think he planned to do in Spain? Preach the Gospel! 

(2) (Rom 15.29) And what did Paul have in mind to do during his time in Rome? He was 
planning on blessing them with the Gospel! In other words...

• (Rom 1.13-15) Paul wanted to preach the Gospel to those who were in Rome, also.

4. So, what's the point? What's all this mean? This is the “occasion” of the writing of Romans! 

a) When you read through Romans (this week!), remember its occasion. 

• Paul could not preach the Gospel to the Romans in person, so he sent them a Gospel tract.

b) Paul wanted to preach the Gospel to those who were at Rome, also. But, he was too busy 
preaching the Gospel in other places to get to Rome and preach the Gospel!

(1) Folks, that is how we ought to live ourselves! Following Paul's example! Imitating him! 

(2) We ought to be so busy intentionally going out to where lost people are in order to speak 
the message of the Gospel to them that we don't have time for other things that we might 
like to do! We need to occupy ourselves in the preaching of the Gospel because that is the 
mission! That is how we “make disciples”: by evangelizing—by preaching the Gospel! 
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c) So, since Paul could not get there in person, he wrote the Romans what he wanted to preach to 
them. (Now don't miss this. This is key. This is our practical and personal application.)

(1) In the Book of Romans we see the Gospel that Paul preached throughout the Middle East, 
Asia Minor, and parts of Europe (to both Jews and Gentiles). Romans is a Gospel tract! 

(2) Romans is the Gospel message that Paul preached; and it is the Gospel message presented 
in the way Paul preached it. In other words...

(a) In the Book of Romans we see our mission: Preach the Gospel.

(b) In the Book of Romans we see the message of our mission: The Gospel.

(c) In the Book of Romans we also see the method of presenting the message of the 
Gospel in order to fulfill our mission.

(3) Romans is a Missions Manual: Romans shows us both the message we are to present and 
the method we are to use in presenting that message to the lost. 

(a) In Romans we see what we ought to be preaching (the message of the cross).

(b) But also (and so very important in our day!), in Romans we see how we are to present 
that message to those who need it (we see the order in which we are to present the 
truths of the message of the Gospel). 

(4) In Romans we see the message of the Gospel, the method of presenting the Gospel in order 
to fulfill the mission we have been given in Christ.

• Romans is the doctrinal foundation for everything else Paul teaches in his epistles.

Conclusion:

Review: We now know a little bit about the “context” of the Book of Romans. 

• We took a brief look at its dispensational context by observing where God placed it in Scripture (right 
after the books of transition—right after the dispensational transition from Israel to the Church). 

✔ In this context we see that Romans is the doctrinal foundation for the remainder of Paul's epistles.

• Then we took some time to look at the historical context of Romans.

✔ This context helps us to understand when Paul wrote Romans (around Acts 20; AD 60) and that in 
turn leads us to an understanding of why Paul wrote the letter.

✔ And in the “why” (the occasion) of writing Romans, we see our personal and practical application. 
We ought to follow Paul's example (imitate him) and occupy ourselves in the intentional, systematic, 
and fervent preaching of the Gospel to the lost. That's the mission! That's the Christian life! 

✔ In the next lesson we are going to see just what the message of the Gospel is and just what Paul's 
method of presenting that message to the lost was. If we desire to glorify God by fulfilling the 
Mission God gave us, we need to follow Paul's example. And we see that example clearly in Romans.

Assignment: Read through Romans, preferably in one sitting (all 16 chapters in one sitting).

• Before reading it, review this lesson's notes, especially the final points about the occasion of the letter. 

• Also, look over the book chart and “keys” that are provided in your handout. 

✔ Pay particular attention to the “Key Outline” (which is a simplification of the book chart). 

✔ This will help you to become familiar with the structure of the book and the flow of ideas (i.e., how 
Paul presents the truths of the Gospel message to his audience). 

• Next week we are going to take a rapid look at the content of Romans, so read the book and get familiar 
with it, and with the book chart and keys. 
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THE BOOK OF ROMANS
The Revelation of the Righteousness of God

Chapters 1-8 Chapters 9-16

Doctrinal Exposition

The Revelation of Righteousness
in Salvation

Practical Application

The Revelation of Righteousness
in Sanctification

Chapters 1-8 Chapters 9-11 Chapters 12-16

Doctrinal

Establishment of Doctrine

Doctrinal Exposition

Dispensational

Explanation of Israel

National Explanation

Practical

Exhortation to Ministry

Personal Application

Chapters 1-4 Chapters 5-8 Chapters 9-11 Chapters 12-16

Salvation from Sins

The Wrath of God

Salvation from Sin

The Way of God

Sanctification Rejected
in Judaism

The Wisdom of God

Sanctification Reproduced 
in the Church

The Will of God

Chapters 1-3 Chapters 4-6 Chapters 7-8 Chapters 9-11 Chapters 12-16

Genesis

“Ruin 
Through Sin”

Exodus

“Redemption 
Through Blood”

Leviticus

“Communion 
Through Sacrifice”

Numbers

“Direction
Through the World”

Deuteronomy

“Instruction
Through the Word”

Key Theme: Romans is a book about the revelation of the righteousness of God.

Key Word: “righteousness” (righteous, righteousness, etc.)

Key Passage: Romans 1.16-17

Key Location: 

• Date  : Written by the Apostle Paul from Greece in about AD 60.

• Correlation  : Written toward the end of Paul's third missionary journey, probably in Acts 20.3.

Key Picture and Type: In Romans Christ is portrayed as “Our Righteousness.”

Key Outline: 

I. (Rom 1-8) Doctrinal Exposition: The Revelation of Righteousness in Salvation

A. (Rom 1-4) Salvation from Sins: The Revelation of the Wrath of God

B. (Rom 5-8) Salvation from Sin: The Revelation of the Way of God

II. (Rom 9-16) Practical Application: The Revelation of Righteousness in Sanctification

A. (Rom 9-11) Sanctification Rejected in Judaism

B. (Rom 12-16) Sanctification Reproduced in the Church
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